
  
 

    

   
 

 

21 May 2009 
 
Hello again, 
 
The 2009 Southern Cross Rally of Otago was held over the weekend of 16 – 17 May. It was the 
2nd round of the Vantage Aluminum Joinery New Zealand Rally Championship. The weather 
was not normal Otago weather as the sun was out and the normal chill factor wasn’t a problem. 
 
On Thursday morning Jeff Cress and I headed off for documentation as we were doing the two 
day reconnaissance which we found to be a very wise choice as it made the days a lot shorter 
and less tiring. 
 
Thursday afternoon and Friday morning we were busy on Recce. After having driven over these 
roads I was now starting to believe why some of the stages are compared to Finland stages, 
very fast and heaps of fast crests. 
 
On Friday night they had the car show at the Edgar Centre which was a fantastic venue and 
gave you the chance to see some of the top classic rally cars which were going to take on the 
Otago roads over the next few days. 
 
On Saturday morning we went over the start ramp at 7.40am at the Southern Cross hotel, and 
then we had a very short touring to the start of the first stage. Jeff and I wanted to come out of 
the blocks fast in the first stage and we did managing to be 0.2 of a second off the pace set by 
Ben Jagger. 
 
Stages 2 and 3 were very fast smooth public roads and we weren’t quite up to the pace that we 
showed in the first stage. Unfortunately Patrick Malley had a puncture in stage 2 and saw him 
lose a few minutes, and stage 3 saw huge misfortune with brake failure causing him to have a 
huge accident and force him out of the rally.  
 
At the first service the word was out that it was my 21st birthday and I was presented with a cake 
and candles to blow out and of course the happy birthday song at the same time, Ben Jagger 
and Ben Hawkins definitely showed some singing talent that day. 
 
The last 4 gravel stages of the day went very well and we managed to set some respectable 
stage times before heading to the Tarmac super special in the city were we had to do 4 laps 
which I really enjoyed as I had never raced on tarmac before and managed to set the fastest 
time out of the Ford Fiestas. 
 
We ended Day 1 in 3rd place not far off 2nd which I was determined to make up that time on 
Sunday. 
 
Day 2 we came out of the blocks very fast setting fast stage times. At first service we were 1 
second ahead of Ben Jagger and 13 seconds ahead of Daniel Harris but this lead we could not 
hang onto. On special stage 3 we dropped of the pace, making it very close going into stage 4. 



  
 

    

   
 

 

Stage 4 was one of the most frustrating stages I have ever done as I over shot an intersection 
and lost valuable time dropping us back into 3rd place for the day. 
 
With only two stages left for the day Jeff and I pushed very hard to make up the time but to no 
avail. 
 
We ended Day 2 as the 3rd placed Ford Fiesta Competitor and managed to get on the podium in 
3rd place overall in the Ford Fiesta Sporting Trophy, this secured us valuable championship 
points before heading to the 2009 NAC Insurance Rally of Whangarei in just 3 weeks time. 
 
I would just like to say a special thanks to Rally New Zealand once again for the wonderful 
opportunity plus encouragement and a special thanks to Chris Carr for the support over the 
weekend. Jeff thanks a lot for sitting next to me and all the mentoring throughout the rally. 
Kayne Barrie thanks for all your help and knowledge. And a huge thanks to Gavin Peterson, 
Paul Curnow, Eric Peterson and my father for taking the time to service for me.  
 
To my sponsors, Nelson Fork Trucks Ltd, Allan Kirby at MS Nelson Ford, Body Talk Nelson, 
Colin at Alpine Stars and Highfield Romney; thanks for coming along for the ride. 
 
Also a huge thanks to Straight Shipping with your help getting the car to Picton much 
appreciated. 
 
Well, until next time, take it easy and you will be hearing from me before the NAC Insurance 
International Rally of Whangarei. 
 
Thanks 
 
Ben Hunt 
Hunt Motorsport Team 
 

     
 


